
  

 

 

Historic District Streets Research - Workshop  Town Council 

TOWN COUNCIL 

STAFF REPORT 
Department of Growth Management 
 

MEETING DATE: April 19, 2016 

PROJECT: Historic District Streets Research - Workshop 

PROJECT MANAGER: 
Kendra Lelie, AICP 
Director of Growth Management 

 
REQUEST:  Town Staff requests Town Council direction on the Historic District 

street ownership assessment. 
 

BACKGROUND:  As a result of the adopted FY 16 Strategic Plan, the ownership 
assessment of the Historic District streets was deemed to be a high priority and as 
such Staff has completed extensive research and analysis of the current ownership 

status of the streets within the Historic District.   
 

ANALYSIS:  The assessment includes the review of various criteria and the 
identification of several types of street ownership within the Historic District 
including: 

 
 Town Owned Streets 

 County Owned Streets 

 SCDOT Owned Streets 

 Unknown Ownership Streets:  Streets that have an identified right-of-way 

width but the road is not claimed by an entity. 

 Privately Owned Streets 

 Lost Streets:  Streets that do not have an identified right-of-way but were on 

the 1913 Street Survey for the Town of Bluffton. 

 
As indicated in Attachment 3, the Unknown Ownership Streets were analyzed using 
prioritization criteria that focused on community benefits of the streets including 
the number of residential properties the street services currently and the potential 

for additional growth on the street, connectivity to the existing street network, 
connectivity to commercial and institutional uses, connectivity to scenic and water 

resources and the overall condition of the existing street.   
 
While there are opportunities associated with claiming Unknown Ownership Streets 

and SCDOT Owned Streets including increased control of the maintenance and 
design of the street, there exist challenges related to claiming streets including 

operation and maintenance costs, liability responsibilities and legal costs. 
 

Staff was also able to gather some information relating to the procedure for 
claiming the Unknown Ownership Streets and the SCDOT Owned Streets.  The 
following tables outline the required procedure: 
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Road Acquisition Procedure – Unknown Ownership Streets Step 

Completed 

Step 1   Research properties adjacent to ROW to gain additional 

information 

 

Step 2.   Town to provide written notice to property owners regarding 

proposed project 

 

Step 3. Survey ROW to establish limits  

Step 4. Meeting with property owners to discuss project and findings 
of survey 

 

Step 5.   File Quitclaim deed – guidance from attorney  

Step 6.   Record plat of ROW in Town’s name  

 

 
Road Acquisition Procedure – SCDOT Roads Step 

Completed 

Step 1   Request for removal of a street – submission of electronic 

form from SCDOT’s website 

 

Step 2.   SCDOT review requests and makes determination  

Step 3.   SCDOT prepares and forwards a quitclaim deed to transfer 
right-of-way 

 

Step 4.   SCDOT approves request and makes the necessary record 
adjustments and removal of signs 

 

 
 
NEXT STEPS:  The assessment of Historic District Streets ownership is complete as 
envisioned by the FY 16 Strategic Plan. Staff is awaiting direction from Town 

Council regarding the next requested steps. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Historic District Street Ownership Assessment Map 
2. Historic District Street Ownership Assessment Ranking Table 

3. Historic District Street Ownership Assessment Ranking Analysis 
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Street Analysis Map 

ATTACHMENT 1



Historic District Road Network Analysis

Road Type Ranking Road Name Road Material

Unknown Owner 17 DuBois Lane Paved

Unknown Owner 17 Maiden Lane E/W & N/S Paved

Unknown Owner 16 Green Street btwn Boundary/Calhoun Dirt

Unknown Owner 16 Pritchard Street Dirt

Unknown Owner 15 Guerrard Street Paved

Unknown Owner 13 Robertson Street, West of Wharf Paved

Unknown Owner 12 Green Street East Dirt

Unknown Owner 12 Allen Street Paved

Unknown Owner 12 Pope Lane Paved

Unknown Owner 12 Water Street, West of Calhoun Paved

Unknown Owner 11 Robertson Street, East of Wharf Dirt

Unknown Owner 11 Colcock Street, N of Bridge Dirt

Unknown Owner 10 Lawton Street Dirt/Undeveloped

Unknown Owner 10 Colcock Street, S of Bridge Dirt

Unknown Owner 10 Maiden Lane, N/S, South of Maiden E/W Unimproved

Unknown Owner 10 Greet Street, West of Calhoun Dirt and Gravel

Unknown Owner 9 Lawrence Street Dirt/Undeveloped

Unknown Owner 9 Maiden Lane East Unimproved

Unknown Owner 9 Cove Street West Dirt

Unknown Owner 9 Stone Street East Dirt

Unknown Owner 8 Stone Street West Dirt

Unknown Owner 8 Bridge Street Dirt

Unknown Owner 8 Water Street West of Pritchard Dirt

Unknown Owner 8 First Street Unimproved

Unknown Owner 7 Water Street, East of Boundary Unimproved

Unknown Owner 7 Cove Street, East of Pritchard Dirt

Unknown Owner 7 Water Street, East of Pritchard Dirt

Unknown Owner 7 Robertson Street North Dirt

Unknown Owner 6 Robertson Street East Dirt

Lost 8 Lawton Street, West of Maiden Unimproved

SCDOT Church Street Paved

SCDOT Lawton Street Paved

SCDOT Pritchard Street Paved

SCDOT Boundary Street Paved

SCDOT Allen Street Paved

SCDOT Water Street Paved

SCDOT Wharf Street - North of Bridge Paved

SCDOT Dr. Mellichamp Street Paved
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